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ITALIAN  OCCUPATION. 

Report  of  a  priest  from  the  occupied  territory. 


\  The  populations  of  the  Littoral  and  I  stria  and 
even  the  former  Austrian  Italians  of  Trieste,  [stria 
and  Frhlli  are  desperate.  When  the  union  of  these 
lands  w  ith  Italy  was  proclaimed  on  March  18,  1919, 
the  people  wept  lor  despair.  IT  the  plebiscite  were 
to  be  decreed  to-day  the  entire  Slovene  population, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  women  and  girls  who 
have  been  led  astray  and  a  few  selfish  individuals 
who  have  been  corrupted,  would  unanimously 
and  indignantly  pronounce  itself  against  Italy.  It  is 
said  that  in  Trieste  and  I  stria  the  Italians  w  ould 
get  barely  2<>  per  cent  of  the  old  Austrian  Italians 
to  vote  for  them  and  in  Friuli  perhaps  not  even 
10  per  cent.  The  Friulians  are  in  fact  inclined  to 
svmpathize  rather  with  Yougoslavia  than  with 
Italy. 

The  population  fears  its  economic  death.  It 
cannot  hope  to  compete  with  Italy  aud  will  be 
obliged  to  seek  its  livelihood  abroad,  even  as  be- 
fore the  war  the  Italians  used  to  seek  theirs  in 
Austria. 

It  fears  national  death.  Already  every manifes- 
tation of  national  conviction  is  rigorously  forbidden 
under  pain  of  arrest  and,  above  all,  of  internment  in 
Italy  1  Sardinia).  Italian  schools  are  established. 
We  are  told  that  alter  the  peace  the  Austrian  law  s 
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will  remain  in  force  for  another  5  or  io years,  with 
the  solo  exception  of  the  laws  of  public  instruction. 
The  reason  for  this  decision  is  obvious. 

It  fears  religious  death.  The  Italians  are 
terribly  afraid  of  the  influence  exercised  by  the 
clergv  upon  the  population.  A  candid,  but  not  very 
diplomatic  Italian  officer  informed  a  priest  :  «  Bo 
pii  gran  paura  di  Lei  the  di  tutta  la  popola%ione\ 
Ma  se  Lei  ha  V intelligent  io  ho  lafor^a  I  »  («  I 
am  more  afraid  of  you  than  of  all  the  population 
put  together.  But  if  you  have  the  brains.  I  have  the 
power!  //  Already  the  clergy  are  restricted  in  their 
activities,  even  if  they  confine  themselves  to  mat- 
ters of  conscience.  None  of  the  usual  processions, 
not  even  the  Easter  procession,  can  take  place 
without  an  Italian  licence.  Spies  are  posted  in  the 
churches  for  the  purpose  of  denouncing  the  preach- 
ers. D'  Kobel.  of  Gorica,  had  to  spend  7  weeks 
in  the  prisons  of  Trieste  because  of  entirely  false 
information  laid  against  him.  as  the  State  Prosecutor 
himself  truthfully  admitted  in  proposing  his  acquit- 
tal. In  Se/ana  the  civil  Commissioner,  Di  Suni. 
officially  forbade  all  priests  in  the  administrative 
district  of  Sezana.  under  pain  of  severe  penalties, 
to  preach  against  the  intercourse  of  women  and 
girls  with  the  soldiers,  or  against  the  public  dances, 
at  which  the  men  findtheiropportunity  of  approach- 
ing the  women. 

In  the  diocese  of  Trieste,  35  priests  have  been 
either  interned  or  expelled  from  their  parishes.  In 
the  diocese  of  Gorica  the  Dean  of  Cerkno  was 
sentenced  to  deportation  to  Sardinia,  because  he 
had  said  to  a  father,  whose  frivolous  daughter 
wanted  to  marry  an  Italian  soldier  :  "Well,  your 
daughter's  intended  will  present  you  with  a  saddled 
horse ".  Not  long  before,  an  Italian  w  ho  had  got 


another  man's  daughter  into  trouble  sent  the  injured 
lather  a  saddled  horse  as  a  gift  to  pacify  him.  This 
remark  sent  the  dean  to  Sardinia.  At  Cepovan  the 
venerable  Father  Pirc,  parish  priest,  was  expelled 
from  his  parish  for  having  dissuaded  young  girls 
from  frivolous  behaviour  with  the  Italians.  At 
Novaki  the  earabinieri  found  three  flags  in  the 
belfry.  —  the  Austrian,  the  Papal  and  the  Slovene 
tricolour.  This  was  the  first  grave  offence  on  the 
part  of  the  parish  priest  Father  Kanda.  But  he  was 
also  summoned  before  an  American  commission  to 
depose  concerning  various  matters  in  the  locality. 
As  his  depositions  were  not  in  accordance  witli 
the  wishes  of  the  Italian  officers  present,  he  was 
charged  with  a  second  grave  offence  for  having 
deposed  truthfully  and  conscientiously.  I  Ie  was 
sentenced  to  deportation  to  Sardinia.  When  these 
two  priests  sought  to  defend  themselves  in  court, 
their  request  was  refused  on  the  following  grounds: 
«  Conosciamo  gia  abhastanza  la  vostra  astu/ia  !  » 

"  We  are  already  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with 
your  astuteness  !  //  It  is  said,  that  other  Italian 
authorities  admitted  the  innocence  of  the  accused 
and  that  the  latter  will  be  set  at  liberty;  1  am  not 
in  a  position  to  sav  at  this  moment  whether  this 
has  already  been  done. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  is  a  system  in  all  this. 
The  priest,  who  is  feared  more  than  anyone  else, 
must  be  expelled  and  replaced  by  Italian  ecclesias- 
tics. At  Postojna  lAdelsberg)  the  Italians  expelled 
the  Dean  and  the  chaplain.  To-day  we  have  a  pro- 
Italian  Friulian  priest  in  Postojna.  The  cathechist 
A/man  is  the  only  Slovene  priest  left  in  the  tow  n. 

The  people  sav  :  «  If  he,  too,  should  be  expelled, 
we  shall  be  left  without  Divine  service;  because 
we  shall  not  go  to  ttie  Italian  priests  who  are  hostile 


to  our  nationality  //.  It  is  obvious  that  much  misery 
and  moral  corruption  will  be  the  result  of  this. 

2)  Their  system  is  based  on  corruption .  The 
Italians  arrange  public  dances,  and  on  these  oc- 
casions the  people  wastetheir money  and  get  drunk. 
1  his  is  what  the  Italians  desire,  as  they  know  that 
a  degenerate  people  will  not  defend  its  nationality, 
but  sell  it. 

Intellectual  laymen  are  Likewise  imprisoned 
by  the  Italians  under  futile  pretexts,  often  on  alto- 
gether frivolous  grounds.  Generally  speaking,  the 
littoral  is  to-day  a  land  of  slaves  deprived  of  all 
rights.  The  Italians  everywhere  provide  the  mid- 
day meal  for  the  children,  which  would  be  in  itself 
laudable;  but  their  object  is  to  make  Italian  pro- 
selytes, which  is  neither  nice  nor  moral.  At  Cepovan 
or  Trnovo  (I  do  not  exactly  remember  where)  there 
was  a  particularly  brutal  commandant.  Learning 
that  a  baby  was  expected  in  the  neighbourhood,  he 
offered  himself  as  godfather  full  two  months  before 
the  child  w  as  due,  saying  :  «  II  it  is  a  boy,  we 
shall  call  him  Vittorio.  and  if  it  is  girl,  she  will  be 
Vittoria  //.  As  the  Italian  military  authorities  hold 
prison  and  internment  in  one  hand,  and  the  daily 
bread  in  the  other,  the  population  does  not  dare  to 
offer  any  resistance. 

3J  The  Italian  occupation  means  a  descent  to  a 
lower  standard  of  culture  lor  our  lands.  The 
historic  culture  of  the  Italians  is  superior  to  ours, 
but  at  the  present  moment  their  intellectual  and 
moral  civilization  is  unquestionably  inferior.  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  protectors  of  the 
Italians  were  to  come  to  our  lands  and  see  for 
themselves  that  the  Slovenes  are  not  a  race  of 
savages,  but  that  they  are  superior  to  the  Italians, 
if  not  in  wealth,  yet  certainly  as  regards  civilization. 
When  the  Italians  came  among  us,  they  probably 


expected  t<>  find  conditions  similar  to  those  obtain- 
ing in  Abyssinia  or  in  Tripoli.  To-day,  such  of 
them  as  arc  outspoken  frankly  express  surprise  at 
our  high  standard.    Does  the  Entente  know  us  ? 

4)  The  Italian  people  is  deceived  by  our  ir- 
redentists. Where  we  are  concerned,  all  public 
opinion  in  Italy,  even  in  ecclesiastical  circles,  has 
been  falsified.  The  Italian  officers  and  men  who 
come  here  are  amazed  to  find  only  Slovenes  through- 
out the  country.  Does  the  Entente  know  that 
the  Italians  have  falsified  the  ethnographic  maps 
and  described  the  whole  territory  between  the 
Isonzo  and  Logatec  as  "  mixed  ",  whereas  these 
regions  are  purely  Slovene  ? 

5)  Votes  of  confidence. 

The  military  commanders  require  the  population 
to  give  votes  expressing  their  satisfaction  with  the 
Italian  administration,  with  the  behaviour  of  a 
given  regiment,  etc...  At  Pervacina  a  comman- 
dant Hogged  those  who  refused  to  sign  such  an 
extorted  testimonial.  Certainly  there  are  persons 
who  do  sign  ;  but  only  because  they  fear  that  a 
given  commander  or  regiment  might  otherwise  be 
succeded  by  one  still  more  tyrannical  and  brutal. 
The  Italians  exploit  these  "  votes  of  confidence  " 
for  their  political  ends. 

6)  The  carabinieri  are  brutal  and  maltreat  arrested 
persons.  The  first  thing  that  has  to  be  done  in  the 
Trieste  prisons  is  to  attend  to  the  injuries  inflicted 
upon  the  prisoners  by  the  carabinieri  who  arrested 
them.  Tow  ards  the  end  of  March,  a  Kras  (Carso) 
bov  of  very  good  character  and  respectable  family 
disappeared  near  Ruse.  Three  weeks  later  his 
body  was  found  in  the  river  near  Trzic.  'The  autho- 
rities refused  to  take  up  the  matter,  but  the  boy's 
mother  and  relations  and  all  the  natives  consider 
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themselves  justified  in  believing  that  the  carabinieri 
are  responsible  for  his  death. 

7.)  The  prisons  in  Trieste,  especially  those  far 
women,  are  crowded.  From  to  40  women  are 
packed  into  a  small  room,  large  enough  lor  four 
persons  or  six  at  a  pinch.  The  lack  of  cleanliness 
is  appalling. 

8)  Instead  of  preaching  to  the  soldiers  about 
their  religious  and  moral  duties,  the  Army  Chap- 
lains only  talk  to  them  of  Italy  and  of  the  supreme 
victory  which  —  according  to  them  —  ended  the 
w  ar.  namely,  the  battle  of  the  Piave. 

q)  The  Slovene  population  originally  displayed 
great  confidence  in  President  Wilson  and  the  prin- 
ciples he  proclaimed  ;  but  since  it  has  seen  that 
these  principles  are  not  being  realized  in  its  own 
case,  our  people  has  experienced  a  profound  disil- 
lusionment and  lost  all  confidence  in  them. 

/  conclude  without  signing  my  name,  for  fear 
of  merciless  persecution,  of  which  I  should  be 
the  victim,  were  my  name  to  become  public .  The 
Serbo-Croato- Slovene  Delegation  to  the  Peace 
Conference  knows  the  name  of  the  author  of  this 
report). 


